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Reducing Risks from Climate Change
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The Commission’s recommendation is to slow, stop, and eventually reverse U.S. greenhouse gas emissions.
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U.S. Reliance on Fossil Fuels
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Total Domestic Energy Use by Source
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The U.S. relies upon fossil fuels to meet
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over 85% of its total energy needs (2003).

[



Expanding Energy Supplies: Coal
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China and the United States, along with Russia, have the world’s largest coal reserves; those reserves will expire.
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Energy Savings

b = a4 24

T RHe

Potential savings from good appliance standards would be substantial.
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Energy Savings from Historic | Two Estimates of
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Expanding Energy Supplies: Natural Gas
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U.S. demand for natural gas, both domestic sources and imports, will continue to grow.
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Expanding Energy Supplies: Nuclear
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Total U.S. Nuclear Power Plant Capacity (by
License Expiration Date)
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Expanding Energy Supplies: Renewables
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Though starting from a low base, with proper policies, energy from renewable sources could grow significantly.
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Renewable Electricity Standards

Nearly 20 of 50 states have adopted standards requiring that a proportion of energy come
from renewable sources by a certain date.
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Stalemate: Stakes are Enormous
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Trends in Global Oil Production and Future Demand
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