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Project Discription: This study looks at the experiences from first round
of low-carbon pilot project, summarizes the policy needs for the low
carbon development, assist the second pilots to better understand a low-
carbon growth as well as better develop their low-carbon development

plan.
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Summary

China is currently facing a difficult situation in balancing economic
growth and controlling green house gas without any international
experience for reference. In order to explore a low-carbon pathway in
diverse local situations, the National Development and Reform
Commission started low-carbon pilot program of five provinces and eight
cities in 2010 and started the second round of picking low-carbon pilot
provinces and cities in April 2012. This study looks at the experiences
from first round of low-carbon pilot project, summarizes the policy needs
for the low carbon development, assist the second pilots to better
understand a low-carbon growth as well as better develop their low-
carbon development plan. A policy recommendation <Several Opinions

to Promote Low Carbon Development> was put forward.

Based on the eight-month research on low-carbon pilot and the process of
assisting NDRC with the 2™ round pilot reviewing, selection and plan
improving, we have the following key findings:

1) The 1% round pilots have made remarkable progress in low-carbon
policy development, industrial structure adjustment, ecological
environment construction, low-carbon technological innovation, low-
carbon life avocations.

2) Diversity of low-carbon policy system and long-term mechanism has
been set up, which will be a firm foundation of local low-carbon
development.

3) Various developing pathways have been chosen in the pilot provinces
and cities according local economic level, energy nature resource

condition, industry foundation.



4) There are still challenges for local areas to realize a low-carbon
growth: the recognition on low-carbon growth has not been unified
among pilot provinces and cities; the low-carbon targets are not
advanced enough, leaving still some room for further decreasing
carbon emissions; insufficient guidance and supporting to realizing a

low carbon growth; lack of talent team.

We made the following suggestions to accelerate the low carbon pilot

project:

1) To strengthen a top-down institution and regime design from central
government. This will include a low-carbon macroscopic target and
strategy design, to develop more policy and regulations to support a
low-carbon growth.

2) To provide stronger support to the pilot to find out the low-carbon
pathway according to local conditions and to provide some necessary
policy, technology and fund guarantees.

3) To strength the foundation of low-carbon growth, including setting up
the statistical accounting system for GHG, providing more incentives
to low-carbon technology and product innovation, as well as forming a

better social culture and lifestyle for emission reduction.
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